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checkbox Multiple Selection Menu (Checkbox)

Description

Interactive menu for selecting multiple items from a list. Uses arrow keys (or j/k) to navigate, Space
to toggle, and Enter to confirm. Optionally includes a "Select all" / "Deselect all" option at the top
when allow_select_all = TRUE.

Usage

checkbox(
choices,
prompt = "Select items (Space to toggle, Enter to confirm):",
selected = NULL,
return_index = FALSE,
max_visible = 10L,
allow_select_all = FALSE,
descriptions = NULL,
echo = TRUE

)

Arguments

choices Character vector of choices to display. When the vector is named, the names are
the labels shown in the menu and the (unnamed) values are what gets returned,
separating display text from stable return values. Unnamed vectors are displayed
and returned as-is.

prompt Prompt message to display

selected Pre-selected items (indices or values). Character values match the returned val-
ues first, then the displayed labels.

return_index Return indices instead of values (default: FALSE)

max_visible Maximum number of items to display at once (default: 10). Set to NULL to
show all items.

allow_select_all

If TRUE, adds a "Select all" / "Deselect all" option at the top of the menu. When
selected, toggles all items at once. The option text dynamically changes based
on selection state (default: FALSE).
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descriptions Optional character vector with one entry per choice, rendered dim after each
label as an aligned second column. Display-only: descriptions are never echoed
or returned, and an empty string renders nothing for that item (default: NULL).

echo Print the confirmation summary after a completed selection (default: TRUE).
Cancellation notices print regardless.

Value

Selected items as character vector or indices, or NULL if cancelled. For named choices the un-
named values are returned, not the displayed labels. The special "Select all" option is never included
in the returned results.

Examples

if (interactive()) {
toppings <- checkbox(
c("Pepperoni", "Mushrooms", "Olives"),
prompt = "Select toppings:"

)

# With pre-selection
options <- checkbox(

c("Option A", "Option B", "Option C"),
selected = c(1, 3)

)

# Labels differ from the returned values
methods <- checkbox(c("Linear tests" = "linear_tests", "BMA" = "bma"))

# With scrolling for long lists
items <- checkbox(as.character(1:100), max_visible = 10)

# With select all feature
methods <- checkbox(

c("method_a", "method_b", "method_c"),
allow_select_all = TRUE,
prompt = "Select methods to run:"

)
}

menu Interactive CLI Menu

Description

Creates an interactive menu in the R console allowing users to select items. Inspired by inquirer.js,
Python’s pick, and Go’s survey libraries.
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Usage

menu(
choices,
prompt = "Select an item:",
type = c("select", "checkbox"),
selected = NULL,
return_index = FALSE,
max_visible = 10L,
allow_select_all = FALSE,
descriptions = NULL,
echo = TRUE

)

Arguments

choices Character vector of choices to display. When the vector is named, the names are
the labels shown in the menu and the (unnamed) values are what gets returned,
separating display text from stable return values. Unnamed vectors are displayed
and returned as-is.

prompt Prompt message to display (default: "Select an item:")

type Menu type: "select" (single) or "checkbox" (multiple) (default: "select")

selected Pre-selected items (indices or values). Character values match the returned val-
ues first, then the displayed labels.

return_index Return indices instead of values (default: FALSE)

max_visible Maximum number of items to display at once (default: 10). Set to NULL to
show all items.

allow_select_all

If TRUE, adds a "Select all" / "Deselect all" option at the top of the menu. Only
used when type = "checkbox" (default: FALSE).

descriptions Optional character vector with one entry per choice, rendered dim after each
label as an aligned second column. Display-only: descriptions are never echoed
or returned, and an empty string renders nothing for that item (default: NULL).

echo Print the confirmation line after a completed selection (default: TRUE). Cancel-
lation notices print regardless.

Value

Selected item(s) as character vector or indices, or NULL if cancelled. For named choices the
unnamed values are returned, not the displayed labels.

Examples

if (interactive()) {
# Single selection
color <- menu(c("Red", "Green", "Blue"), prompt = "Pick a color:")

# Multiple selection
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toppings <- menu(
c("Pepperoni", "Mushrooms", "Olives"),
type = "checkbox",
prompt = "Select toppings:"

)
}

select Single Selection Menu

Description

Interactive menu for selecting a single item from a list. Uses arrow keys (or j/k) to navigate and
Enter to select.

Usage

select(
choices,
prompt = "Select an item:",
selected = NULL,
return_index = FALSE,
max_visible = 10L,
descriptions = NULL,
echo = TRUE

)

Arguments

choices Character vector of choices to display. When the vector is named, the names are
the labels shown in the menu and the (unnamed) values are what gets returned,
separating display text from stable return values. Unnamed vectors are displayed
and returned as-is.

prompt Prompt message to display

selected Pre-selected item (index or value). A character value matches the returned val-
ues first, then the displayed labels.

return_index Return index instead of value (default: FALSE)

max_visible Maximum number of items to display at once (default: 10). Set to NULL to
show all items.

descriptions Optional character vector with one entry per choice, rendered dim after each
label as an aligned second column. Display-only: descriptions are never echoed
or returned, and an empty string renders nothing for that item (default: NULL).

echo Print the confirmation line after a completed selection (default: TRUE). Cancel-
lation notices print regardless.
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Value

Selected value as character or index, or NULL if cancelled. For named choices the unnamed value
is returned, not the displayed label.

Examples

if (interactive()) {
choice <- select(c("Yes", "No", "Maybe"))
index <- select(c("First", "Second", "Third"), return_index = TRUE)

# Labels differ from the returned values
action <- select(c("Run methods" = "run", "Quit" = "quit"))

# With dim descriptions
screen <- select(
c("Studies", "Columns"),
descriptions = c("per-study estimate counts", "role and type per column")

)

# With scrolling for long lists
choice <- select(as.character(1:100), max_visible = 10)

}
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